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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Daniel Chung on 1/11/10. 

Claims 1 -3, 7, 8, 1 3-1 9, 21-31 , 33, 34, 36-44, 46, 48, 49, 51 , 52, 56-59, 61 , 84, 
86, 88-94, 96 and 100 allowable. The restriction requirement with respect to Election of 
Species, as set forth in the Office action mailed on 3/20/08, has been reconsidered in 
view of the allowability of claims to the elected invention pursuant to MPEP § 821 .04(a). 
The restriction requirement is hereby withdrawn as to any claim that requires all 
the limitations of an allowable claim. Claims 14, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 
31, 38, 39, 42, 43, 46, 52, 58, and 59 no longer withdrawn from consideration because 
the claim(s) requires all the limitations of an allowable claim. 

In view of the above noted withdrawal of the restriction requirement, applicant is 
advised that if any claim presented in a continuation or divisional application is 
anticipated by, or includes all the limitations of, a claim that is allowable in the present 
application, such claim may be subject to provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory 
double patenting rejections over the claims of the instant application. 
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Once a restriction requirement is withdrawn, the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 121 are 
no longer applicable. See In reZiegler, 443 F.2d 121 1, 1215, 170 USPQ 129, 131-32 
(CCPA 1 971 ). See also MPEP § 804.01 . 

The listing of claims below will replace all prior versions of listing of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A medical device comprising: 
a handle; 

an end effector assembly; and 

an elongate, flexible member connecting the handle to the end effector 
assembly, 

wherein the handle includes an elongate portion and a spool portion disposed 
around the elongate portion, wherein the spool portion includes a proximal portion and a 
distal portion connected by a central portion, wherein a plurality of grooves are defined 
by the proximal portion and another plurality of grooves are defined by the distal portion, 
and at least one groove accommodates a portion of the end effector assembly, the 
spool portion being configured to actuate the end effector assembly , and wh e n th e e nd 
effector assemb l y i s i n a body of a pat i ont and the spoo l port i on i s outs i de the body of 
th e pat ie nt 

wherein at least one of the plurality of grooves and at least one of the another 
plurality of grooves are circumferential Iv aligned with each other and are discontinuous 
with the central portion . 
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2. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
groove is configured to receive at least one half of a diameter of the elongate member. 

3. (Original) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein a width of the at least one groove 
is substantially the same as a diameter of the elongate member. 

4. - 6. (Canceled) 

7. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
groove is defined by the proximal portion. 

8. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
groove is defined by the distal portion. 

9. -12. (Canceled) 

1 3. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
groove extends through the proximal portion, the central portion, and the distal portion. 

14. ( Previously Withdrawn) The medical device of claim 13, wherein a portion of the at 
least one groove is wider than the rest of the at least one groove. 
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15. (Original) The medical device of claim 1, wherein the at least one groove is 
configured to accommodate more than one portion of the elongate member. 

16. (Original) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the at least one groove comprises 
at least two grooves. 

17. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 16, wherein one of the at least 
two grooves is configured to accommodate more than one portion of the elongate 
member and the other of the at least two grooves is configured to accommodate one 
portion of the elongate member. 

18. ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1 , 
wherein the handle further comprises a channel. 

19. ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 18, 
wherein the channel is defined by the spool portion of the handle. 

20. (Canceled) 

21 . ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 19, 
wherein the channel is defined by the distal portion. 
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22. ( Previously Withdrawn) The medical device of claim 21 , wherein the at least one 
groove is defined by the proximal portion, and 

wherein a circumferential position of the at least one groove on the proximal 
portion is aligned with a circumferential position of the channel on the distal portion. 

23. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
groove is defined by the proximal portion and the central portion. 

24. ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1 , 
wherein the handle further comprises a notch. 

25. ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 24, 
wherein the notch is defined by the spool portion of the handle. 

26. ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 25, 
wherein the notch is defined by the distal portion. 

27. ( Previously Withdrawn) The medical device of claim 26, wherein the at least one 
groove is on the proximal portion, and 

wherein the at least one groove and the notch are on corresponding portions of 
the proximal portion and the distal portion, respectively. 



Application/Control Number: 10/808,427 
Art Unit: 3731 



Page 7 



28. (Original) The medical device of claim 1, wherein the at least one groove is 
configured to receive a loop of the elongate member. 

29. (Original) The medical device of claim 1, wherein the at least one groove is 
configured to receive loops of the elongate member. 

30. ( Previously Withdrawn) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
groove includes a radial groove and a circumferential groove. 

31 . ( Previously Withdrawn) The medical device of claim 30, wherein the radial groove 
and circumferential groove are connected. 

32. (Canceled) 

33. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1 , further comprising a 
throughhole on the spool portion configured to accommodate the elongate portion 
therethrough. 

34. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1, further comprising a 
throughhole extending through the proximal portion, central portion, and distal portion. 
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36. (Original) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the end effector assembly is a 
pair of opposing biopsy forceps jaws. 

37. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
groove is defined by the central portion. 

38. ( Previously Withdrawn) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the portion of the 
handle that defines the at least one groove is composed of a material configured to 
assist in retaining the portion of the end effector assembly. 

39. ( Previously Withdrawn) The medical device of claim 24, wherein the portion of the 
handle that comprises the notch is composed of a material configured to assist in 
retaining the end effector of the end effector assembly. 

40. (Currently Amended) A medical device comprising: 

a handle; 

an end effector assembly; and 

an elongate, flexible member connecting the handle to the end effector 
assembly, 
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wherein the handle includes an elongate portion and a spool portion disposed 
around the elongate portion, wherein the spool portion includes a proximal portion and a 
distal portion connected by a central portion, wherein a plurality of grooves are defined 
by the proximal portion and another plurality of grooves are defined by the distal portion, 
wherein the plurality of grooves are circumferentially aligned with the another plurality of 
grooves, and a plurality of loops of the elongate member is disposed in a groove 
defined by the handle , the spool portion being configured to actuate the end effector 
assembly, and 

wherein at least one of the plurality of grooves and at least one of the another 
plurality of grooves are circumferentially aligned with each other and are discontinuous 
with the central portion . 

41 . (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, wherein a plurality of 
portions of the elongate member are disposed in the plurality of grooves. 

42. ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, 
further comprising a channel. 



43. ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, 
further comprising a notch. 
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44. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, wherein a plurality of 
portions of the elongate member are disposed in the groove. 

45. (Canceled) 

46. ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, 
further comprising a channel defined by the spool portion. 

47. (Canceled) 

48. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, wherein the groove is 
defined by the proximal portion. 

49. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, wherein the groove is 
defined by the distal portion. 

50. (Canceled) 

51 . (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, wherein one portion of the 
elongate, flexible member is disposed in one of the plurality of grooves and another 
portion of the elongate, flexible member is disposed in one of the another plurality of 
grooves. 
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52. ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, 
wherein a portion of the end effector assembly is disposed in another groove defined by 
the proximal portion and the central portion. 

53 - 55. (Canceled) 

56. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, wherein at least some of 
the plurality of loops are disposed in separate grooves. 

57. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, wherein at least some of 
the plurality loops are disposed in separate pairs of grooves. 

58. ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, 
further comprising a channel defined by the handle. 

59. ( Previously Withdrawn - Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, 
further comprising a notch defined by the handle. 



60. (Canceled) 
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61 . (Original) The medical device of claim 40, wherein the end effector assembly is a 
pair of opposing biopsy forceps jaws. 

62. - 83. (Canceled) 

84. (Currently Amended) A medical device comprising: 

a handle including an elongate portion and a spool portion including a proximal 
portion, a central portion, and a distal portion and disposed around the elongate portion : 

an end effector assembly , wherein the spool portion is configured to actuate the 
end effector assembly : and 

an elongate, flexible member connecting the handle to the end effector 
assembly, 

wherein the handle defines a groove, wherein the groove accommodates a 
plurality of loops of the elongate member and a portion of the end effector assembly^ [[;]] 

wherein the hand l e spool defines at least one notch circumferentially adjacent to 
the groove on the proximal portion of the spool and at least another notch 
circumferentially adjacent to the groove on the distal portion of the groove, one or more 
of the at least one notch and the at least another notch aftd being configured to 
accommodate a portion of the elongate membe r, and 

wherein the at least one notch and the at least another notch are 
circumferentially aligned with each other and are discontinuous with the central portion . 
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85. (Canceled) 

86. (Currently Amended) The medical device of claim 85 84, wherein the groove is 
defined by the spool portion. 

87. (Canceled) 

88. (Currently Amended) The medical device of claim 84, wherein the portion of the 
elongate member is disposed in one or more of the at least one notch and the at least 
another notch . 

89. (Currently Amended) The medical device of claim 84, wherein each of the at least 
one notch and the at least another notch has a width substantially the same as a 
diameter of the elongate member. 

90. (Currently Amended) The medical device of claim 84, wherein each of the at least 
one notch and the at least another notch has a width narrower than a diameter of the 
elongate member. 



91 . (Currently Amended) A medical device comprising: 
a handle; 
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an end effector assembly; and 

an elongate, flexible member forming a plurality of loops and connecting the 
handle to the end effector assembly; 

wherein the handle includes a spool portion, the spool portion including a 
proximal portion and a distal portion connected by a central portion, wherein a first 
plurality of grooves are arranged along an outer circumference of the proximal portion 
and a second plurality of grooves are arranged along an outer circumference of the 
distal portion, wherein the first plurality of grooves are circumferentially aligned with the 
second plurality of grooves, wherein each of the grooves of the first plurality of grooves 
is separated from each other along the outer circumference of the proximal portion, and 
each of the grooves of the second plurality of grooves is separated from each other 
along the outer circumference of the distal portion, and one of the first and second 
plurality of grooves houses the plurality of loops , the spool portion being configured to 
actuate the end effector assembly, and 

wherein at least one of the first plurality of grooves and at least one of the second 
plurality of grooves are circumferentially aligned with each other and are discontinuous 
with the central portion . 



92. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 91, wherein the one of the first 
and second plurality of grooves houses the end effector assembly. 
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93. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality 
of grooves is separated from each other along an outer circumference of the proximal 
portion, and each of the another plurality of grooves is separated from each other along 
an outer circumference of the distal portion, wherein at least one of the plurality of 
grooves and the another plurality of grooves houses multiple loops of the elongate 
member. 

94. ( Canceled Prov i ous l v Presented ) Tho mod i co l dov i co of c l a i m 54, whoro i n ooch of 
th e p l ura li ty of groov e s i s s e parat e d from e ach oth e r a l ong an out e r c i rcumf e r e nc e of 
tho prox i ma l port i on, and each of tho another plura li ty of grooves i s separated from 
e ach oth e r a l ong an out e r c i rcumf e r e nce of the d i sta l port i on, wh e r ei n at l east on e of th e 
p l ura li ty of grooves and tho another plura li ty of grooves houses tho p l ura li ty of l oops of 
th e el ongat e m e mb e r. 

95. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of 
grooves are circumferentially aligned with the another plurality of grooves. 

96. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein one groove of the 
plurality of grooves and the another plurality of grooves accommodates multiple loops of 
the elongate member. 



97. - 99. (Canceled) 



Application/Control Number: 10/808,427 
Art Unit: 3731 



Page 16 



100. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 40, wherein a portion of the 
end effector assembly is disposed in the groove defined by the handle. 

Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record does not appear to disclose or suggest a motivation to combine a medical 
device, comprising: 

a handle; an end effector assembly; an elongate, flexible member connecting the 
handle to the end effector assembly, 

wherein the handle includes an elongate portion and a spool portion disposed 
around the elongate portion; the spool portion includes a proximal portion and a distal 
portion connected by a central portion, a plurality of grooves on the proximal portion and 
another plurality of grooves on the distal portion, at least one groove accommodates a 
portion of the end effector assembly, at least one of the plurality of grooves and at least 
one of the another plurality of grooves are circumferentially aligned with each other and 
are discontinuous with the central portion, and the spool portion being configured to 
actuate the end effector assembly. 

2. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TUAN V. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5962. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anhtuan Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-4963. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/T. V. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3731 



/Anhtuan T. Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3731 
01/18/2010 



